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What is Divine Mercy Sunday?

Pope John Paul Il declared Sr. Faustina Kowalska a saint of the Church on April 30,
2000, and in a decree dated May 23, 2000, the Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments stated that “throughout the world the
Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name Divine Mercy Sunday, a perennial
invitation to the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence,
the difficulties and trials that [we] will experience in the years to come.”

Saint Faustina was born in 1905 and spent most of her life in Poland, in the
Congregation of the Virgin Mary of Mercy. She experienced an extraordinary
union with God. She received exceptional graces, revelations, visions, hidden
stigmata, the ability to read souls, and the gift of prophecy.

One of the images that was revealed to Faustina was that of the merciful
Jesus, touching his Sacred Heart, from which beams of red and white light came forth. This image and her devotion
to the divine mercies gathered thousands of supporters throughout the world. We still see the traditional image of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in many of our churches today. In some churches, we might see the newer image, inspired
by the saint. Saint Faustina Kowalska died in 1938 at the age of thirty-three, leaving an impressive mystical legacy.

She is a disciple of God’s divine mercy for the twenty-first century. ®
The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

The story of Thomas is in fact the story of every believer.
There are times of difficulty when life seems to belie
faith, moments of crisis when we need to touch and see.
Like Thomas, it is precisely in those moments that we
rediscover the heart of Christ, the Lord’s mercy.
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Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday «

c o M M u N ' T v Acts 4:32-35 / 1 John 5:1-6 / John 20:19-31

The Thomas

Jesus said to [Thomas], “Have you come

Dilemma to believe because you have seen

Blessed are those who have n‘

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS and have believed.”

ill is a widower, now in his eighties. He
w calls every once in a while, partly to

talk but really wanting to know how he
can convince his grown children and grandchildren
to come back to church. He tells me they’re good
people, but he would like them to have faith. It's
been a mainstay in his life, he tells me, something
that has gotten him through many difficulties. He
loves his family but says their life would be so
much richer if they had an active faith life. | try to
tell Will he can’t argue them into faith. At most he
can share with them how faith has been a blessing
;,:-; in his life, hoping that it might then spark an
interest in them.

The disciples in the Gospel story about
“Doubting Thomas” experienced Will's dilemma.
They were unable to convince Thomas that the
Lord had risen. He insisted that he would only
believe when he could put his fingers and hands
into Jesus’ wounds, which of course is just what
happens the next time they are gathered. For
Thomas, words were not enough; he needed the
experience.

Sometimes that’s true for us. We've heard the
truth, but we haven't experienced the truth as
real or relevant or something we cannot live
without. The experience of grave need and then
surrendering to God is what many need to remain
faithful. Meanwhile, the faithful pray for those
who do not believe, especially those we dearly
love. ®

Reflect
Have you ever surrendered to faith
even when you were filled with doubt?
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é Divine Mercy Sunday
Celebration

Sunday April 7, 2024
3:00 pm

At

= Holy Apostles Church

Monda y ﬂpi'i[Stﬁ. 2024 P‘ !
11:00 Am

‘Hb[y ﬂpost[es Church

IVHAT IS A
“HOMEMISSION” DIOCESE?

Home mission dioceses are those dioceses in the
United States, its territories, and former territories
that cannot provide basic pastoral services withou
outside help. Basic pastoral services include Mass,
the sacraments, religious education, and minis-
try training for priests, deacons, religious sisters,
and laypeople. Right now, nearly 40% of dioceses
in United States and its territories are considered
home missions.

Next weekend second collection supports the
Catholic Home Misssion Appeal

Next weekend, our special collection supports the Ca-
tholic Home

Missions Appeal. Nearly 40% of dioceses in the Unite
States and its territories are unable to fund the essen-

tial pastoral work their communities need. This appea
assists our brothers and sisters here in the United Stat
who do not have access to basic pastoral services like

Mass, the sacraments, and religious education.



