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WELCOMIE TO HOLY RPOSULES

We the members of Doly Apostles Catholic Church as disciples of Jesus seek
o build and active and welcoming community dedicated to faich and justice.
Gbrough the Roman Catbolic traditions of worsbip, Christian education service
and prayers. We are called to worsbip/God and be bis inscruments in transfor-
ming our community so that the love and mercy of God are present to all.
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Dear Padre,

What is the difference between temptation and sin?

The temptations of Jesus, as they are recorded in the Gospels (Mark 1:12,
Luke 4:1, and Matthew 4:1), give us the proper direction with regard to
sin and temptation. Jesus was tempted three times, but he did not sin.
More than that, Jesus put his trust in God during the temptations. Jesus’

message is clear: if you feel tempted, call out to God!

The Church teaches that sin is a deliberative process. Temptation
is something that happens to you without your consent: a thought or
desire pops into your mind. For temptation to become a sin, you have to

entertain that thought or desire, or plan to act on it, or do it. That's when temptation “turns a corner” and

becomes sin.

Although the sacrament of penance is available throughout the year, the Church places a special
emphasis on it during Lent. There may be a communal penance service in your area. Perhaps you can
commit now to participating in the service. If it's been a while since you've been to confession or you're not
sure what to do or say, just tell the priest. He will show you. @
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A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

We are called to take on the paschal law of losing life in order to
receive it renewed and eternal. And what does losing life mean?....

It means to think less about oneself, about personal interests and to
know how to “see” and to meet the needs of our neighbors, especially

the least of them.

ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 18, 2018
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o M M u “ . T v Jeremiah 3131—34 / Hebrews 5:7-9 / John ?2:20-33

Learning How to Die

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS Unless a grain of wheat falls to

the ground and dies, it remains

t has been pointed out that one of the tasks Jjust a grain of wheat; but if it

I of life is to learn how to die well, that is, to dies, it produces much fruit.

go where we would rather not go, to love JOHN 12:24
when we know it will cost, to offer ourselves even
when we know we will be used. If we die a bit every
day, sometimes with struggle and sacrifice in those
situations that may call for such, then at our final
moment we will be able to stand before that specter
face to face and not run, simply because we have
met before and have been able to walk away the
victor.

Dying well does not mean we do so v:@.;i‘thout
fear. Courage blossoms when we stand in a field
of fear. Even the Lord Jesus “offered prayers and
supplications with loud cries and tears” to God, as
the Letter to the Hebrews notes. Dying well does
not mean we do so cleanly. Dying is often messy;,
and it is always an uprooting that disrupts and
scatters everything nearby.

Nor does dying well mean we do so in control
of the event. That is what is so devastating about
death. It has complete and total control. At its best
and at its worst the only way to die well is to say
“yes” to it every time it demands our submission.
And like the eye of stillness at the center of the
hurricane, it is at the heart of death where we
embrace resurrection and where the holy offers life.
It is where we can have a deep encounter with the
Lord Jesus. ®

Reflect
Can you accept the little deaths
along the way as preparation
for the final passing from this life?
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