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Dear Padre,
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this day often begins with the blessing and lighting of candles, which the priest and people carry
the chureh. The name Candlemas springs from this ritual blessing: e bishob ord .
o1 the feast of the Presentation is the memorial celebration of St. Bla’sfe, i )
tradition, St. Blaise was instrumental in healing a person who was chok_mg. The Church itemembers
; r“ m\FhrawS the intervention of the Spirit of God through the btes'smg o-f 'Fhroats, usnlng the :
od candles from the feast of the Presentation. It is a wonderful and very practical spiritual practice that is
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appreciated and anticipated each year i e CSsR/DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POP EF RANCIS

Like Simeon, let us also pick up this child, the God of
newness and surprises.... Let us be restless, let us be moved
by the Spirit, like Simeon and Anna.... If, like them, we live

in expectation, we will embrace Jesus, who is the light and
hope of life.

HOMILY, ROME, FEBRUARY 2,2024
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REPARES _,

Pregnancy&Parenting Support

A Life-Afforming Promise sf Suppert

The PREPARES Ministry is a parish-based partnership with your local
Catholic Charities providing families in need, free of charge and
regardless of beliefs, the following:

¥ Food ¥ Medical and Housing Referrals
% Diapers and Clothing ¥ Support Groups

¥ Car Seats and Toys ¥ Parenting Classes

¥ Baby Showers ¥ One-on-One Companions

“ would say to someone thinking about donating to PREPARES —
9o for it - You are changing someone’s lite for the rest of their lite.
s not in a.moment in time, iP's forever, and it thot’s not o. benefit,
| don’t Know what is!”  Olive, a. grateful mother

Ways te Help
Give

Change a life! Support the PREPARES Ministry Team and Volunteers who walk

22,193
Family Encounters

y 197 |

with families in need — from pregnancy to age five — on their parenting journey. r o . v

Donate today at preparesforlife.org/support or use the QR code below. 1 Participating Parishes 4

Vollunteer | e
:

Trained Volunteers
& Companions

- 12
~ FTE Ministry Team

Become a trained PREPARES Volunteer, Companion, or Support Group

member at a local Catholic parish providing emotional presence and tangible
assistance to families in need.

Assdst

¢ Sponsor a parish Needs Drive to distribute food and household items.

»

¢ Create a Clothing Closet for infants and young children.

¢ Establish a Traveling Crib for newborn essentials.
‘¢ Provide age-appropriate ‘PREPARES Bags’ for infants and toddlers.

Be the sparkplug to help organize a PREPARES Ministry in your parish.
Scan the “Learn More" QR code for information.

Pray

Ask God's grace and blessing on the vulnerable families who have chosen
the precious gift of life.

7

7]

Families Now!




B 2R B " February 2, 2025
. ' The Present:

AR L) N | Malachi 3:1-4 / Hebrews 2.14.

Blessings of s _
Many Shapes ' e | When the days were

18 / Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22-32

: completed for their
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS 1% : purification according
\ to the law of Moses,
¢ is always 2 blessed and holy occasion when [Mary and Joseph]
I parents bring their child to the parish church took [Jesus] up to
for baptism. They gather family and friends 3 Jerusalem to present

and proudly present their child to both God and the * —_— him to the Lord.
taith community. Somewhere in the midst of it all, e LUKE 2:22
they will wonder who their child will become, what
thei’f child's gifts and talents will be, and what hopes
,nd dreams their child will have. Yet like Simeon,
who blessed the Holy Family in the Temple, they will
slso realize that life is not always favorable to us. As
simeon foretold, “Behold, this child is destined for the
£21l and rise of many...and you yourself a sword will
pierce” (Luke 2:34-35).

Although we recognize that suffering is a part of
everyone's life, and we would never wish it upon a
child, we might hope that the child does not run from
every suffering, for it becomes the path to wisdom and
compassion—perhaps the only path. We might also
wish on the child a bit of loneliness, for it teaches us
to treasure friends. And amid hoping for the blessing of
success, losing can also be a gift and a blessing, for it is
how we learn to deal with failure and understand the
important lesson that we cannot always have our own
way. Failure can be the seed of humility. Fortunately,
while doing our best as parents, we must allow God to
decide how our children will be blessed and what will
nurture their growth into the image of Jesus. We simply
present them to God from whom they came. @

Reflect

Call to mind someone you love deeply and
remind yourself that God loves him or her
even more.

!
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St. Joseph Have-A-Heart Auction

St Joseph Catholic School was founded in1955 and this year's Bae
theme will be “Party Like It's 1955™ P> Richard Engley
The main In-Person Gala will be Saturday, February 22, 2025. - : Patti McCoy
Get your Tickets Today!!! inda Antonson
Go to www.stjoesauction.com to purchase

tickets for the In-Person Gala event.

The event will feature a catered meal by Two

Chefs Catering, music, drinks, silent auction

tables and of course the highlight of the evening, the live
auction. If you've never been before, it's a great opportunity for
fellowship and

to meet other families from the parish and school community,
all while supporting our beloved school.

Want to Donate to Support the Event?

Please consider donating either an auction item or

making a “Gift of Cash” “Gifts of Cash” help with start-up
costs for the auction as well as enhancing the value of donated
items to maximize bidding.

If you or anyone you know is interested in supporting the auc-
tion, donations of items or cash can be made online at
www.stjoesauction.com or mailed directly to the school office.
Below is a list of the “Gift of Cash” Donor levels

$25-$99- Friends $100-$249- Patrons

$250-$499- Supporters $500-$999- Sustainers

$1000+- Benefactors

If mailing checks please send to the following:

Saint Joseph Catholic School

c/o St. Joseph School Auction

500 Saint Joseph Place, Wenatchee, WA 98801

Jerry Gutzwiler
ulie BlackBurn

second collection for
prepares february 9,2025

[R’EPARES

Pregnancy & Parenting Support

collection last week

§9.864 -
preparesforlife.org

regular Collection

Thanks for Your
generosity

2025 is the Jubilee Holy Year, the 2,025th anniversary of
the Incarnation of our Lord, an "event of great spiritual,
ecclesial, and social significance in the life of the Church.”
The concept of "Jubilee" has its origins in the Book of
Leviticus (chapter 25) as a special year of reconciliation,
pilgrimage, and coming home. Pope Francis has
designated the 2025 Holy Year as a time to renew
ourselves as "Pilgrims of Hope."

This web page can offer Catholics resources and ideas
for celebrating the 2025 Jubilee locally or by making a
special pilgrimage to Rome. The site is regularly updated
with the latest news, so be sure to check back regularly.




